Newham Cyclists 2014-2015
A year of well supported rides.  Following the disappointment of not gaining mini-Holland status we have concentrated on helping get in place some of the improvements that formed part of that bid by other means.  Lots to be encouraged about , given excellent relations with council Officers and signs of improved engagement from councillors; although we have not quite shaken off the dinosaur approach of the old regime as the CS2/Tramway Avenue debacle demonstrates.   
Communications

Our website was active.  It now includes a moderated comments facility. We also ran a Twitter feed and Facebook page.

We started printing business cards and handing these out, and added a pop-up banner to our publicity kit. 

Campaiging

· Over the course of the year we completed a "ward audit" with Newham Council Sustainable Transport Officers, which has resulted in a schedule (and map) of over 400 minor improvements (e.g. drop kerbs, contraflows, shared use paths) to facilitate permeability in "urban Newham" utilising part of the "LIP" transport money allocated by TfL.  The first tranche of improvements has been approved, and the Council have brought forward some more to provide quick alleviation of the Greenway Diversion.  The exercise is also paying dividends in identifying possible cycling planning gains. It has also contributed to crystallising an overall "vision" of cycling in Newham (see "The Future").
· We ran a stall at the Forest Gate Festival on 21 June, providing information on the group and local cycling.

· Mike Shallross was an active participant in FOGWAFT   [outcome]
· We discussed for individual responses, TfL consultation of river crossings, the CS2 upgrade, the Cody Dock bid for a wildflower park grant, Bespoke cycle racks, Central London E-W and N-S cycle superhighways. 
· We provided LCC with our individual "ward demands" for the Space for Cycling Campaign, which elicited support from 26 Councillors, some of whom did not follow up their pre-election signing up with any sign of further interest in cycling, but some have.  Our overall assessment is a greater political sympathy for cycling which has had some effect on the ground (despite some setbacks).
· We met with a representative of Atkins to give our views on freight traffic on Stratford High St at our meeting of 1 September.

· With Newham Council Sustainable Transport Officers we rode the route of the proposed TfL Aldgate to Hainault Quietway and set out the standards it should reach.  With our assistance Newham are well ahead of neighbouring boroughs on this.  It needs watching however as the developers, Sustrans, have been prone to compromise on other quietways.
· On 4 July, with Newham Council Sustainable Transport Officers and TfL Officers, we rode the other potential quietways of Newham with a view to achieving a good result in the next round of TfL allocations. 

· We drew attention to the abject removal of CS2 at the junction of Stratford Broadway and Tramway Avenue, driven by Newham Council and which favoured "driver misbehaviour" over cycle safety and subsequently issued misleading and in places clearly false, press releases.  There were 2 front page articles in the Newham Recorder.
· We rode with Newham Council Sustainable Transport Officers the "Leaway Route" linking Canning Town to the Excell Centre, on which some high quality plans have been made by the Council, on 10 October.  This will complement the completion of the section of the Lea Valley path from roughly Tesco at Bow to the Canning Town flyover (due for completion 2016).
· The Committee met with Councillor Christie on 9 October to cover a range of issues, notably:  removal of cycle facilities; the Council's new design standards, CS2/Tramway Avenue; Olympic Park/Westfield.
· Our meeting of 25 January was attended by Councillor Ellie Robinson and Newham Council Sustainable Transport Officers.  We gave many concrete suggestions for improving Maryland and Forest Gate station environs from the perspective of cyclists and pedestrians.
· We rode the Olympic Park with Newham Council Sustainable Transport Officers on 30 January, looking particularly at the points of access.  This fed into Olawale's Ajibola's meeting (sponsored by the LCC) with the LLDC on 4 March.

· We have been in touch with Waltham Forest to co-ordinate our activities with their mini-Holland developments. 

· We submitted a response to the Borough's consultation on its local planning framework.  it was generally supportive of cycling but we needed to add to the cycling and walking routes to be "protected" for potential future development, the Woolwich to Forest Gate Quietway.
· On 4 March we submitted formal objections to the "Upton Corridor" study.  as well as being a town centre area it would form one end of the Woolwich to Forest Gate Quietway.
· Bow flyover pedestrian improvements consultation - we have worked up a collective response.
· We  rode the Greenway diversion on 18 February  with  Newham Council Sustainable Transport Officers in order to prioritise for alleviating measures 

Rides and events
· We led feeder rides to central London Big Ride on 17 May and the Ride London on  9 August.  The latter provides payment which forms as significant part of our income.
· Our summer meetings consisted of a series of evening rides with refreshment (28 April, 3 June, 30 June, 5 August) 
· We ran Newham rides on 15 March, 15 June, 6 July (French themed, supported by a Council grant), and 7 September.
· Tour de France day, 7 July.  We watched as a group and advertised ourselves.
· Chris led the Mundon Ride on 24 August.
· Rainham Ride 5 October - as usual blessed by incredibly favourable weather for the time of year.
The Future

· Cycle Strategy: The Council has in mid formulating a cycle strategy (when time and funds permit).  We need to ensure that this meets the cycling needs of Newham.

· Ward Audit improvements:  the rules for creating contraflows change shortly making it much cheaper to do this.  We need to ensure that the Council pursues this part of the ward audit improvements.  In the past Councillor Corbett has blocked suggested contraflows.
· Vision:  It would be good to set out on a map our overall vision for cycling in Newham.  this could be a useful campaigning tool.
· TfL have Stratford gyratory on their lists of junction improvements.  We have already set out our vision and the details of what should be done with a view to influencing design at an early stage.

· We explored the possibility of linking our Newham Rides with the activities of other charitable services such as Community Links and the Renewal Programme.  So far no concrete outcome.

